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Publisher :                Benoni Camera Club 
Editor :                       Pamela Lee Menezes
  
Club Meetings :   1st Wednesday of the month 

Time:                          18h00 for 18h45 
Venue:                       Northfield Methodist Church 
                                       Cnr. Aerodrome Road & Webb, Street, Benoni 
      
Bank Details:          Benoni Camera Club 
                                       ABSA Bank, 
                                       Acc. No: 29525870, 
                                       Branch 632005. 
                                       Use NAME & SURNAME as a reference 
                                       E-mail: info@benonicameraclub.co.za 
                                       Website www.benonicameraclub.co.za 
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SHANE ELSE 
Cell: 083 655 1137 

shane@benonicameraclub.co.za 
scores@benonicameraclub.co.za

COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 

2025

CHAIR

 
ROBERT SPOON

vice-chair@benonicameraclub.co.za
robert@benonicameraclub.co.za

Cell: 083 309 6776

PIETER KRUGER
events@benonicameraclub.co.za
pieter@benonicameraclub.co.za

Cell: 083 263 5403

FERDI HARTZENBERG
info@benonicameraclub.co.za
ferdi@benonicameraclub.co.za

Cell: 083 625 2291

PAMELA LEE MENEZES
Cell: 081 230 9343  

newsletter@benonicameraclub.co.za

 
TOM LOUGHRAN

finance@benonicameraclub.co.za
tom@benonicameraclub.co.za

Cell: 082 459 1025

CONNER ERASMUS
conner@benonicameraclub.co.za

photovault@benonicameraclub.co.za
Cell: 064 654 7581

BELINDA UECKERMANN
webmaster@benonicameraclub.co.za

Cell: 082 323 8223
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TREASURER PHOTOVAULT ADMINISTRATOR

WEB MASTER



Refreshments
T H E  S E E D  C A F É  
@  N O R T H F I E L D S  C H U R C H

beverages & food 
can be purchased from 
T h e  S e e d  C a f é . Page | 5



C H A I R S

C H A T
A.I., what's all the hype about? We are all

aware of the growing presence of A.I. in

our lives, and how it is making our lives.

easier. Note I said easier, not better...

And that's my opinion, remember I am

old school, pre-calculator and PC's..

I am sure most of us are familiar with

ChatGPT and Gemini.. It's unbelievable

What these programs can do.. Hell, I

could get these to write these chats for

me... wouldn't that be bloody marvelous.

But back to A.I. in photography... it's

understandable that this is of concern to

photographers... but we need to

understand that it's been with us for a

very long time...

• The auto mode of your camera

• The TTL system for your flash

• Your Auto Focus

All the various editing programs that we

use have A.I. to a larger or lesser degree,

and it's being continuously upgraded to

a higher level. 

So what can we/should we be able to

use without falling foul of the

regulations?

Put simply, ensure you are working with

pixels that are your own...no Artificial,

A.I. generated pixels are allowed.

All the actions using A.I. to manipulate,

cut, move your pixels are permissable

providing its done to pixels created by

you.

Kind Regards
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Shane Else

A.I. is here to stay in one form or

another, even if you use images straight

from the camera...A.I. is still involved.

The issue as I see it is in the creation

and use of artificially created pixels. As

long as what you working on is your own

you should be ok..

I believe this is a developing front, and

we can expect more clarification going

forward.



EVENTS /SALONS

25 May
HONOURS APPLICATIONS

31 May
Salon | 3rd Kriel Foto Club Salon

04 June @ 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm
Club Meeting | SS Shadows

07 June
Salon | 1st Ballito Photo Club National Salon

14 June
Salon | TAF 14th Print & PDI Salon

21 June
Salon | PSSA 27th Up and Coming

02 July @ 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm
Club Meeting | SS Weather

06 August @ 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm
Club Meeting | SS Shapes

03 September @ 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm
Club Meeting | SS Food Photography

01 October @ 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm
Club Meeting | SS Architecture

05 November @ 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm
Club Meeting | SS Street Art

03 December @ 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm
Club Meeting | Versatility & Awards Evening

UPCOMING

MAY/JUNE 2025
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https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/honours-applications-2/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/salon-3rd-kriel-foto-club-salon/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/club-meeting-ss-shadows/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/salon-1st-ballito-photo-club-national-salon/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/salon-taf-14th-print-pdi-salon/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/salon-pssa-27th-up-and-coming/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/club-meeting-ss-weather/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/club-meeting-ss-shapes/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/club-meeting-ss-food-photography/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/club-meeting-ss-architecture/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/club-meeting-ss-street-art/
https://www.benonicameraclub.co.za/event/club-meeting-versatility-awards-evening/


PROMOTIONS

THERE ARE
CURRENTLY NO

ACHIEVEMENTS AT
THIS TIME

A MASSIVE
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
MEMBERS! 

JOHAN RUSHMER 
1STAR TO 2 STAR
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ACHIEVEMENTS

LINDA STEDMAN 
4 STAR TO 5 STAR



E V E N T S
Upcoming External

Opens for entries 5-14 June 2025, R200,000 worth

in prizes and national exposure. 

The Rust en Vrede Portrait Award

10th Annual East Rand Motor Show
Saturday, the 01  of June 2025 @ 8AMST

1 Brodigan Street, Northmead, Benoni. 

R40 Penisoners / R70 Adults

The Big Bird Challenge 
Registration will open from 1 June 2025 

You can enter as an individual/couple/family/

group of up to 5 friends. 

Individual: R600.00/Couples: R850.00/

Team (up to 5 members): R1,800.00

Ben Vino Wine Festival
On the 12  of July 2025 from 10:30 AM until 5 PMTH

Venue 114 on Waterhouse, Benoni

R275 per person

Barrel Racing

F1 Championships Final - Speed Boats
Saturday, the 31  of May 2025 @ 8AMST

East Rand Speed Boat Club

Sarel Cilliers St, Benoni

R50 Adults / R20 Kids

Scrapyard Openday
Saturday, the 31  of May 2025 @ 8AMST

Vanderbijlpark Auto

7 Rautenbach Rd, Staalrus AH, Vanderbijlpark, 1911

R150 Photographers

Takes place on the 7-9  of August 2025. th

Rodeo at Kragdag.

Rhenosterfontein 514, Rayton, 1001

R50 per person. 
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https://www.facebook.com/p/Venue-114-on-Waterhouse-100083350926479/


SET
SUBJECTS

2 0 2 5  

JUNE | SHADOW PHOTOGRAPHY

JULY | WEATHER

AUGUST | SHAPES

SEPTEMBER | FOOD 
PHOTOGRAPHY

OCTOBER | ARCHITECTURE

NOVEMBER | STREET ART 

DECEMBER | VERSATILITY
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TOP 10
 USE A MACRO LENS OR EXTENSION TUBES 
 SHOOT IN THE MORNING
 FOCUS ON THE EYES
 FOCUS STACKING
 STALK YOUR SUBJECTS
 USE A TRIPOD
 FIND A LOCATION WITH VARIETY
 STUDY YOUR SUBJECT
 USE A REFLECTOR
 BE PATIENT
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TBC

22 JUNE

05 JULY

CLUB
ALOE FARM

MIDVALL (MEYERTON) 
OFF ROAD RACE

COWBOY TOWN

DULSTROOM: BIRDS OF PREY

OUTINGS
Page | 12



01
02
03
04

People in old photos didn't smile because
early photography required long exposure
times, making it difficult to hold a smile for
hours. 

Gaspard-Félix Tournachon (Nadar) took the
first aerial photograph in 1858.

The human eye equivalent of f-stop is f/8.3 in
bright conditions and f/2 in dark conditions.

The first Japanese camera was made in 1935:
the body was made by Canon (35mm) and the
lens was by Nikon (50mm f/3.5)!

Fun Facts About Photography
Here are some little fun and interesting facts that you may not have known
about photography.    

photographee.com/66-fun-facts-photography/com
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https://fotographee.com/66-fun-facts-photography/
http://www.mir.com.my/rb/photography/companies/nikon/htmls/nikon_canon.htm


TOP 10 SCORERSTOP 10 SCORERS
MAY 2025
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BEST SET SUBJECT
Cream Striped Owl Moth on Zinnia -
NATASHA BIRD

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT Set Subject  
Category
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WINNING 
PHOTOS

BEST JUNIOR
Morning Dew - 
CORINNE DEVENISH

NATURE 
Category

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT
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WINNING PHOTOS

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

PORTRAIT 
CATEGORY

BEST SENIOR
JAKE IN PROFILE -
NATASHA BIRD

Page | 18



Winning
PHOTOS

NATURE 
Category

Hi  My Name Is Blue -
LindaStedman

Pied Kingfisher with fish -
Isabella van der Slik

Young one 2 -
Antonette Bezuidenhout

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT
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PHOTOS
Winning

NATURE
Category

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

European Bee Eater Pair -
Leenvan der Slik

Wild Dog -
Shane Else

Black kite in Kgalagadi 5732 -
Natasha Bird
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Winning

Pied Kingfisher with fish -
Isabella van der Slik

PHOTOS
set subject 

Category

YELLOW ON YELLOW - 
PAULA RUTHERFORD

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT
LITTLE BEE - 
RON REYNOLDS

insect -
JeanetteSmith
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Winning
PHOTOS

SET SUBJECT 
CATEGORY

Strutting My Stuff-
Linda Stedman

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

Moth Magic -
CORINNEDEVENISH
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Winning
PHOTOS

PICTORIAL OPEN 
Category

ROSE LIGHT - 
RON REYNOLDS

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

Old Bicycle in Trieste -
Robert Spoon
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Winning
PHOTOS

PHOTO JOURNALISM 
CATEGORY

family eating at chobe river -
Jeanette Smith

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

Nan Hau Chinese New Year celebration 2025 - 
Natasha Bird
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to all of our winners

Well Done

PHOTOS
Winning

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

Bridge of Sighs Venice - 
Robert Spoon

Reagan - 
CORINNE DEVENISH
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SCAPES 
CATEGORY

PORTRAIT 
CATEGORY



Here's a more detailed breakdown:

Canon EF-S 60mm f/2.8 Macro USM:
This is a popular choice for a great entry-level macro
lens, offering life-size magnification. 
Tamron 90mm f/2.8 Di Macro for Nikon:
A budget-friendly option that's great for macro work
with insects. 
Canon MP-E 65mm f/2.8 1-5x Macro Photo:
If you need extreme magnification, this lens can
capture details beyond the human eye, according to
Canon South Africa. 
Canon EF 100mm f/2.8L Macro IS USM:
A high-performance full-frame macro lens that's also
great for portraits, says Canon South Africa. 
Nikon Nikkor 105mm f/2.8 Macro:
Another popular option for all-around macro/portrait
work, according to a Flickr discussion. 
Canon EF-S 35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM:
A small Canon macro lens option for DSLRs, according
to Amateur Photographer. 
Sigma 180 Macro:
Another lens that's highly regarded for insect macro
photography, according to a Flickr discussion. 

For insect photography, a macro lens with a focal
length around 50-100mm is a good starting point,
with options like the Canon EF-S 60mm f/2.8 Macro
USM or Tamron 90mm f/2.8 Di Macro for Nikon
being good budget choices. 

For more precise detail, consider lenses like the
Canon MP-E 65mm f/2.8 1-5x Macro Photo for
higher magnification. 

Scan the QR Code (using your phone) below to read
an article from the Canon website on the hidden
world of insect photography.

R E C O M M E N D E D
M A C R O  L E N S E S :

T H E  T O P  R E C O M M E N D E D
M A C R O  L E N S E S :
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https://www.canon.co.za/get-inspired/tips-and-techniques/insect-macro-photography-tips/
https://www.canon.co.za/lenses/macro-lenses/
https://www.canon.co.za/lenses/macro-lenses/
https://www.canon.co.za/lenses/macro-lenses/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/33818533@N00/discuss/72157611776387544/
https://amateurphotographer.com/buying-advice/best-macro-lenses-for-mirrorless-and-dslrs/
https://amateurphotographer.com/buying-advice/best-macro-lenses-for-mirrorless-and-dslrs/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/33818533@N00/discuss/72157611776387544/


MAGISTRATE

BARRY CLAYTON

J U D G E B A R R Y  C L A Y T O N

M E E T I N G

B a r r y  C l a y t o n  i s  t h e  c h a i r m a n  a t  B o k s b u r g  C a m e r a  C l u b .  
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A huge thank you to Barry Clayton for being our judge. 



Survey of BCC Outings and Training April 2025 
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PROMOTION & REQUIREMENT 
1 Star to 2 Star = 12 Golds/Certificate of Merit Awards 
2 Star to 3 Star = 15 Golds/Certificate of Merit Awards & 220 Club Points 
3 Star to 4 Star = 20 Golds/Certificate of Merit Awards & 295 Club Points, and 3 Salon
acceptance’s 4 Star to 5 Star 30 Golds/Certificate of Merit Awards & 440 Club Points
15 cumulative Salon Acceptance’s. In addition, the member must have served the
club either as a Committee Member or at the discretion of the Committee. 
5 Star to Master Bronze = 20 Gold Awards + Diamond 1 Rating 

Master Bronze to Master Silver 40 Gold Awards (10 previous plus 10) + Diamond 2
rating 

Master Silver to Master Gold 75 Gold Awards (20 previous plus 20) + A licentiate of a
National Photographic Society + 40 Salon Acceptance’s OR a 3 Diamond Rating 

Master Gold to Master Platinum 150 Gold Awards (40 previous plus 35) + An
Associateship of a National Photographic Society + 75 Salon Acceptance’s OR a 4
Diamond Rating (DPSSA) 

Master Platinum to Master Diamond 300 Gold Awards (75 previous plus 75) + A
Fellowship of a National Photographic Society + 150 Salon Acceptance’s OR a 5
Diamond Rating 

Master Diamond to Master Diamond Cluster 600 Gold Awards (150 previous plus 150)
+ Expert of the Photographic Society of South Africa (EPSSA) 

Master Diamond Cluster to Senior Master 1000 Gold Awards (300 previous plus 300) +
An Expert (Mille) 1000 Acceptances or a Masters from a National Photographic Society 

What is needed for Promotions in
Salons?

Promotion
Requirements

RE
QU

IR
EM

EN
TS
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1 Diamond Rating = Total of 15 acceptances with a minimum of 5 images.
2 Diamond Rating = Total of 30 acceptances with a minimum of 10 images.
3 Diamond Rating = Total of 60 acceptances with a minimum of 20 images
4 Diamond Rating (DPSSA) = Total of 125 acceptances with a minimum of 42 images. 
5 Diamond Rating = Total of 250 acceptances with a minimum of 84 images.

What is needed for Diamond Ratings? 

PROMOTION (rating) & REQUIREMENT 

Diamond 
Ratings

RE
QU

IR
EM

EN
TS

DPSSA = 
This is awarded for achievement of a 4 Diamond rating (125 acceptances 
 with a minimum of 42 images.

DPSSA (Vers) =
This is awarded, on application, on achieving a DPSSA in all 3 categories - namely Open,
Nature and Mono. 

EPSSA = 
A total of 500 acceptances (with a minimum of 167 images) in only ONE division: Open
OR Nature OR Monochrome OR alternatively: 2 x 5 Diamond Ratings, each of which
requires 250 acceptances (with a minimum of 84 images in each) from TWO of the
divisions Open, Nature, Monochrome 

EPSSA (Cls) = 
A total of 750 acceptances (with a minimum of 250 images) in only ONE division: Open
OR Nature OR Monochrome OR alternatively: 2 x 375 acceptances (with a minimum of
125 images in each) from TWO of the divisions: Open, Nature, Monochrome OR
alternatively: 3 x 250 acceptances (with a minimum of 84 images) in each of the three
divisions: Open, Nature, Monochrome 
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